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• What have been the key issues in your role this year? 
Recovery from Covid.  Ongoing public consultation about the Towns Deal and other 
major projects (particularly the community hubs, town centre and walking and cycling) 
and consultation about a possible future town council.   

• How have those issues been dealt with? 
We had a small group to allocate funding to local projects to help our community recover 
from covid.  The group managed to allocate all the possible funding allowed despite short 
deadlines. 
As a member of the BrilliantBarrow Comms group, I have assisted in the wider 
consultation processes through social media and also events.  I have regularly attended 
all meetings about the community hubs and town centre and the cycling and walking plan 

• What still needs to be done? 
The above consultations are ongoing with a change from outline principles’ to detail. 

• Are you aware of any issues coming within the next 6 months?  What are 
you concerned about? 

The rise in the cost of living, especially gas and electricity is worrying and is likely to lead 
and could have widespread impacts in our community. 
 

• Are there any matters to be taken forward? (e.g. to be raised at 
Leadership, Executive, Scrutiny or Council) 

 
 

• Celebrating Success – Are there any success stories you would like to 
share? 

In my ward, Ormsgill Stronger Together have just opened a community fridge project in 
partnership with the Coop.  This is aimed at reducing food waste and also helping some 
of our most vulnerable residents.  This has just started as a pilot and may be tried in 
other parts of the town and include other major food providers. 
 

• Any other comments? 
In the last few years, the Council's relationship with the community sector has 
significantly improved.  Luckily this was already begining to happen before covid, but 



there is no doubt covid increased the pace of change.  I think our partnership with the 
community sector is stronger than it has ever been.  Hopefully this will continue in the 
new council.  
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